6th Grade Disclosure Document

Indian Hills Elementary School 2019-2020
Mrs. Mergens - Room 226

Welcome to 6th grade at Indian Hills!  I am so excited to get to know your student.  We will be learning many things this year.  This document is intended as an overview of my plans for the 2019-2020 school year.  Do not consider these plans to be set in stone as many new opportunities will arise during the year that are not included herein.  Please come to me at any time with questions, concerns, ideas or suggestions.  I truly value your opinion.


It is my belief that each student is inherently intelligent.  Each will learn in a unique way.  Some will excel in math, others in reading, and still others in the arts.  Each student will have opportunities to share strengths and work on weaknesses.  It is my responsibility, as teacher, to discover each student’s strengths and weaknesses, create an environment that is safe and accepting, give opportunities to be successful, and create as many learning experiences as possible.  All students will work together to be successful.  

Reading 

Students will be assessed and grouped according to ability for reading.  During the year students will also have the opportunity to choose between different books and work in book clubs.  Groups will be taught by either myself or Ms. Moore.  


Room 226 is a balanced literacy classroom.  Students will work on fluency (120-150 wpm with 95% accuracy) and comprehension.  Running records, DIBELS, SLCSD Language Arts End of Level Exam and the Gates reading assessment will be given at the beginning of the year to determine ability along with several informal assessment pieces.  The DIBELS and Gates will be given again in the middle of the year and the SAGE and DIBELS at the end of the year to show student growth and concept mastery.  The text book for reading is McGraw Hill Wonders.

I will be using a variety of materials in the teaching of reading  These materials include chapter books, picture books, leveled readers, poetry, textbooks, dictionaries, thesauruses, newspapers, magazines and books on tape.  I will concentrate on realistic fiction, poetry, fantasy, historical fiction, science fiction and myths.



Vocabulary quizzes will be given periodically with a final vocabulary test at the end of each unit.  Comprehension tests will also be given at the end of each unit.  Test dates will be given to student’s one week in advance. No late work will be accepted.  Failing tests may be repeated once for a change in grade.  
Units may also require a culminating project, which will be completed at home.  Due dates and project requirements will be given at the beginning of each new genre/unit of study.  Nightly home reading will be required in order to complete each project.  No late work will be accepted.

Writing


Students will write in a variety of formats, fiction and nonfiction.  Each student will have the opportunity to do research and present findings to the class.  Students will also write in response to various forms of literature.  The writing process will be taught, modeled and experienced every day.  I will focus on personal narrative, 5 paragraph essays, content area reports, persuasion, poetry and fiction.  

A culminating writing project will be assigned in the early spring and will require students to write a personal history in a variety of formats.  Writing and editing will be done in class with illustrations and publishing done at home.  This project will be completed over 8 – 10 weeks.  More information will be provided when the assignment is introduced.

Language Arts 


This year students will work on grammar, punctuation, paragraph structure, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, contractions, prefixes and suffixes, root words and much, much  more.    Students will also take tests throughout the year.  Failing tests may be retaken once for a change in grade.  Languages arts instruction will be taken from McGraw Hill Wonders.
Math

Students will be assessed and grouped according to ability during the math block.  Groups will be taught by either myself or Ms. Moore.  
A pretest of 6th grade core topics will be given at the beginning of the year to determine student strengths and weaknesses.  The SAGE and core posttest will be given in the spring to determine student growth and concept mastery.


During sixth grade, students will expand their knowledge of place value, whole numbers, fractions, decimals, percents, integers, algebra, geometry, measurement and probability.  The text for mathematics is Eureka Math/New York Engage.  Many hands on methods will be used to master skills and concepts.  

Each math unit will begin with a pretest and end with a posttest.  Homework will be given each night.  No late work will be accepted.  Test dates will be scheduled up to one week ahead and notice given to students so appropriate study may be held.  Failing tests may be repeated once for a change in grade.   
Science

The sixth grade science core curriculum includes the following topics Ecosystems, Chemistry, Weather, and the Solar System.  I will be teaching science to all of the 6th graders this year.

Science instruction will consist of hands on learning, vocabulary work, field trips, research, reading and writing.  Students will spend time this year in the Indian Hills science lab.


Tests will be given throughout the year.  Failing tests may be retaken once for a change in grade.  No late work will be accepted.  
Social Studies 

The sixth grade social studies core curriculum includes ancient world civilizations and European influences.  We will study Ancient Egypt, Greece and Rome, Medieval Times, the Renaissance as well as the world wars.  The holocaust will also be taught this year.  Ms. Moore will be teaching social studies to all of the 6th graders this year.

Each student will be required to complete research during the year.  All research will be done in class.  Rough draft writing, editing, and note taking will also be done during class time.  One research project will be done in conjunction with the library and will have a finished film as the final outcome.  These films will be shown in class for a grade.  Social studies research will typically culminate in some kind of presentation.  Parents are encouraged to attend their student’s presentation. 

End of unit tests will be given throughout the year.  Students will be given test dates and study guides a week in advance.  Tests may be repeated once for a change in grade. 


Geography tests will be given throughout the year.  Students will be required to label continent maps with individual country names.  Spelling will count.  Failing tests may be retaken once for a change in grade.  

Many sources will be used to teach social studies including internet sites, power point presentations, hands on activities and the text book, which is Harcourt Brace Social Studies, The World.
Health and Physical Education

Students will participate in physical education 1-3 times per week.  Once per week students will spend 45 minutes with the PE specialist.
Students will also be taught specific units by me which will include vocabulary and skills tests.  Please make sure your student wears appropriate attire.  Let me know of any restrictions your child may have.  

Health education will be taught in the classroom and will focus on managing stress, respecting self and others, resolving conflict, physical and emotional wellness, nutrition, and effective consumer practices.


The Salt Lake City School District will present classes on AIDS/disease prevention and maturation.  A note will be sent home which requires a parent signature as permission for your child to attend.

Art, Music and Drama

Students in the sixth grade will continue to participate in the district music program two days per week.  

Music will also be an integral part of the classroom.  Students will spend time listening to various forms of music daily.  Singing will occur weekly on “Opera Friday” as our class studies “The Magic Flute”, writes libretto, and composes music for an original opera to be performed in conjunction with Utah Opera.
Students will be participating in many drama activities leading up to the rehearsal and performance of the opera.  One Friday after school dress rehearsal will be required.  Students will be assigned various opera class work.  Opera homework will also be required at various times throughout the year.  Students will also have the opportunity to attend the Utah Opera Company’s dress rehearsal of a current production as a class field trip.  Attendance is not required but strongly recommended.  

Students will create many different 2D and 3D art projects throughout the year.  Sets for the original opera will also be constructed and painted by class members.  Painting with watercolors will be done on a regular basis.

Classroom Management

For each student to be successful, rules and procedures must be adhered to as much as possible.  I believe in ownership and accountability.  Students will help me create rules and consequences on the first day of school.  I will hold each student responsible for the rules.


It is my belief that students respond to positive reinforcement with more enthusiasm than they do negative consequences.  I will use several different reinforcers in the classroom.  They include – 

1. Economics – This year our classroom will be run as an economy.  Each student will be paid a salary for attending school.  Raises can be earned throughout the year and bonuses will be offered monthly to students who contribute requested items to the classroom, behave appropriately, volunteer during class, etc. Students will have the opportunity to learn to manage a check book while purchasing desirable rewards during the year.  Students that miss a day of school, will not be paid for that day.  Fines will also be assessed to students who are tardy, behave inappropriately, do not complete assignments, or need to replace items such as pencils, erasers, scissors, etc.  Students will be able to purchase small items and privileges monthly from me in class.
2. Prize Wheel – students who fill a homework chart will also have a chance to spin the class prize wheel. 

3. Homework Chart – students will receive stickers for each day that homework is returned completed.  When a sticker chart is filled, the prize wheel will be spun twice with the student choosing which of the two prizes he/she desires.
Think Sheet
Students will be held accountable with consequences as well. Think sheets will be given to students for being unprepared, displaying inappropriate behavior, etc.  Each think sheet needs to be signed by a parent and returned to school the next day. Calls home will be made for unsigned think sheets.  A parent meeting will be required if think sheets are repeatedly unsigned or unreturned.
Homework

Homework will consist of incomplete work assigned during class.  Typically 10-20 math practice problems, something to read, and spelling practice.  Students who score 100% on the weekly spelling pretest will not be required to do the spelling homework for that week.  I will give students time in class to start, and possibly, complete, these assignments.  Students will need to study vocabulary on their own.  

Each student will have a planner which will list the assignments for that particular day.  Homework needs to be returned to school the following day, completed.  Students who return without homework completed will receive a score of zero for the assignment.   No late work will be accepted.  


Homework will be graded in class and will be recorded on PowerSchool.  Homework will be included in the grade for each subject.  Homework is practice and lets me know if students have mastered a concept or if more instruction is needed.  Homework will also be included in the student habit section of the report card with either an “S” or satisfactory or “N” for needs improvement.

Class Enrichment

Students who complete and turn in all assigned work during the week will have the opportunity to participate in class enrichment on Friday.   These enrichment activities are meant to build on academic lessons learned in class.  Activities may include cooking, sewing, art, various snow activities, etc.  If you are skilled in an area that you would like to share with the class as an enrichment activity, please let me know!   

Students who have not completed the assigned weekly work will spend the class enrichment time in study hall with another teacher so that work may be completed.
Grades

Students in the sixth grade do not receive traditional letter grades on report cards but will receive a number mark ranging from 3 as the highest to N as the lowest. 


I will track grades, in the form of a points or percentage, on spelling tests, math tests and quizzes, reading journals, homework, vocabulary quizzes and tests, reading comprehension questions, social studies journals and tests as well as various components of research projects in social studies, science, and reading.  Grades will be assigned on the following scale –



3 = A = 90-100%



2 = B = 80-89%



2 = C = 70-79%


1= D = 60-69%


P = Consistent Effort with Completed Work = 40-59%


N = F = No Effort without Completed Work = below 40-59%% 

Tardiness and Absences


It is extremely important that your child be in school on time every day.  The sixth grade core curriculum is large and the pace of the classroom is quick.  Missing days of school will put your student behind.  Please schedule doctor and dentist appointments for after school as mush as possible.


If your student misses school, please send a written note to excuse the absence upon return.  Indian Hills will follow the Salt Lake City School District policy on compulsory education.  For a copy of this policy, please see the district web site – www.slcschools.org 
Make Up Work and Extra Credit

If your student misses school for any reason, all assigned work will need to be made up upon returning.  Assignments will be collected for each day missed and given to the student.  The student will have the same amount of time missed to make up the work.  For example, if a student misses five days of school, he/she will have the next five days to complete and turn in the missed work.  After the five days, any outstanding work will receive a zero.  This policy applies to sick days as well as days missed for vacation.  No work will be given prior to the student absence.


Extra credit assignments may be given to students who would like to raise their grade.  These assignments will be given on an individual basis to students who request additional work.  Please see me for more information.

Exceptional Eagle Award

The Exceptional Eagle Award is a goal program meant to enrich each sixth grade student.  Please choose 10 of the 23 goals, with your child, to work on during the year.  Work on these goals at home.  As a student completes a goal, documentation needs to be sent to school.  I will sign off student goals as I receive documentation.  Awards will be presented at school in the awards assembly.

Volunteers

I will have a volunteer sign up sheet available at Back to School Night for any parent (or grandparent) wishing to join us this year.  Volunteer opportunities are plentiful and include: helping organize and run the class bank, working with small groups of students in math and reading, copying and cutting, assisting with science experiments, helping with parties, organizing book orders, editing and publishing student writing, organizing the class store, working on the opera, planning service learning opportunities, teaching PTA enrichment, and MUCH, MUCH MORE!  


I truly look forward to spending this year with you and your student.  If you have any questions, concerns or comments please contact me at your convenience.

Thank you for your support, 

Jenn Mergens

801.584.2908 ext. 226 school
801.661.5748 cell

jennifer.mergens@slcschools.org 

jenn.mergens@gmail.com
Please sign this page and return to the classroom.
I have received a copy of Mrs. Mergens’ 6th grade disclosure document.

Student Name ________________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________
Parent Email 
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